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o'i)sess orer which plot elements are l,Iurn's and rvhicir arc rnine. br-rt I don't
tl.rink that's important. PLrt sirnplr'. the stcxr: is thc stor,. ,\ncl I knorv r.ou will
bc cn'rotionaliv sati.he'd at the end of this book. NIurn has rnadc sr-rre of that.

-\rguabh,' I-ucinda's €lreatest achievement is ti-rat no one has colrect\,
idettiFred the secret ddr.ing force bchind the ss1ls5-and thete har.e bccn
tlrousands of theories. .zlt/,t.; xvrll r:ervard those u,ho havc loved the nor-e1s
sincc the bcuinning, but there is a nerv Sto6: 5e tel1, too (although it's ah.var-s

been thcre, hiddcn cluieth. amonsst thc- trrst -t,500 pagcs). Periraps :r1l I1n
doing rs temor,'ing the smokescreen. . .

Working ot .,ltlu-r: 'l'hc -\'rory of' Pa .lalt has been the challenge and
pr:ivilege of a lifetime. It is I-ucinda fulev's partrng grft, and 1 am so o-rcited tcr

delivet it.
Harn- \\hittakcr, 2023

There are morc thir,

Horatio, lhan are drc'
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It /I-ucirula lli/et er [ [any ll:'ltittaker

siclicning cr-uncl'r fi'om the fotest tloor. IIe looked c1o$'n to see tl-rat thc older
bov had ctushed thc chick under his boot.

\\hat have lou done?' the small bor- cried in hotrot.
'-fhe mothcr u,ouldn't har-c acceptcd it. Besr to kill it norv.'
'Rut. ..vor,r don't knorv that.' 'feats itcgan to prick the bor-'s brorvn eyes.

'\\'e could have tricd.'
'['l'rc elder of the pair-put his hand up to disnriss rhe protcstilrions. 'T']rere

is no point in t4ing rvhen something rs doomed to failute. Ihat is sin-rpll a

waste of timc.' He continucd dol,n the hill. 'Come on. Lct's get back.'
'fhe r-oungcr bov bent dorvn to look at the [feless chick. 'I'm sorn,

about rll btothel.'he sobbed 'IIe is in pain. Hc didn't mean to do this.'

The Dia,

LIL



l)C 6C t) L

,'sTtI] oP o1 uueur ](uPrp aH 'rrel
l;ros ru,1, Tf,rqr ssaleJrl aqt lE d@

,qrzq 1eB s.]aT 'uo eruo3. lI:
e dlduns sr lY{I 'emIrEJ ot peuoop
ereq; 'suotrulseJord eqt ssrusrp or d

'sada uurrorq sdoq arp lcud or uz3aq

(',r\ou 1r IPI 01 ]srg ar F
'rolroq q PeP _r

?
Jeplo aW ]uql eas o] ur.\oP PaIooI eF

sepvlo rburq eqJ



'er^rnol _lo 'utsr 1 qctrl'\) -IlYl ol rlSnoua PI() Llroq P-I rruls Pasn P.I eBenliuli
eLIt :^u:r\ rlJIt{A\ _]o auon 'uutuf,ao PIIU tlsqSuq 'qltlc.tg w lI e}or^\ I

aa(10 Paq ut

ruut 1 lteob'

qluol-:auabr! aq

ruau tr 1qb'tu aq.1

1141r,1^ Oi,

!'dPn!r/([ dLu

Ltdql Piln a002 aql

paLl,rlalil ar. I lqh)a0.1.

irlor!\ I os 'alBlIunutluor Plnol I ]xtll-:IooP r(ul lu 3ut1:ouI sn r.

qlnaP ueLI^\ Lllud i\lu uI uA\oILll PUq aluJ ruoqar-aldnol PUI{ sllll a()rls crl

gSnoua a.rrry\ pu?'poour iru palrns splorrr allt ][aJ I ]nq'sa]Eno'rv3 -itu3r, ari

lr su^\ roN 'uaPJuS JIJLII uI e8pot1 u rrPLIn Pe^H-r? I eJo]rq Luoq aLLIUf I e-rJLl-!-

,rurlaq ]ou Plnor$ ]eql euo st.lir ]I'as.Jt1ol-Io auJ ]q3nu1 puq ude.1 l?ql i.rlao!

3o atard u 1no pardof Puu uetlf,lDl eLIl uI alq?l oLIl l? llrs I 'oq 'ulu5u ra-r:

JO aJour ou ]lrul\ 1 Surqlaruos sI Jlqnort pu? 'alqnoJl otLII nori la8 uut .radui-

uo s8uqt rlf,ns SuDIl \ lzrlt o.Su 3uo1 ru-reo1 I lnq 'tuou etl]or Pvtl I r-rJtl^\\ Lri:'i

o8s 'auitu -iu elr.ts elu oliulu ot pelJl '(at1l 't1lr-n uu$c1 o1 'Jlr'IA\ ol Jru PJli::
,(eq] asnvreq sI Ual rsLIas ,LLIos a,\utl tsurl lu I lutll ,\\('ul .ioq] urrsu.u er11

'I ulu os puu 'pa;g ,i;a,r arY r\eLI-I- rqu,.r'

os roJ urrqt iq po,rq Sur,req'rrroqt palsntrqxo 1sn[ r]url I sdzqrod'i1c1u.rn::.
ororr JO 'eruq I siv.u iuu ru ur tlrlrl.\\ 'slI.s -(ru tsol Puq 1 tzqt 'prclnls uwlcl t.',-

su.u 1 lq8no{l ,(aqr ']slu lY lqql I luLll s8tIltll ur\oP e}oLI ol PrIr} I JI urr
pooS r aq plno^\ lr'rlu,\ uur I tslll .uoul iarlt 1a,('1ucds l.uoP I Jstlurrq lr-.-
-ius ieq,1- 'r,1s^xopuv'I Invd rurup?JN puu rnarsllol,{ Luo:IJ ltrase-rd e st .i;urp au I

t.1 tt p.t,l' \'Lt t1d'ya ot u o 1 1 
t g-aubbi n o g

,/



22 /I :ttinda 7\)/e1' q7 [Itn1 lLt'hittaker

brit just likc rvor:cls on paper, xnrthing spoken-especially in h251g-62n bc
usccl as clrrrclrc\,). I aclmit to enjor.ing the look of suprise on Nladame
J.anclorvski's facc as shc read rvl-rat I'd rvritten, er-en if it rru,asn't helpful to her
h discor-cring u,-ho I rves, ot rvl-ro I belor-iged rcr. Elsa the rnaid irzrcl a look in
her er-e *4ilch suggcstccl that I sho,ld bc posted back to *,-hcrc I had come
from as soon as p<tssible when she slatnmcd dos.tr a borvl of food in tront of
file.

Not slreaking is no harciship. It is or.er a r-ear since I lcit the hornc I had
klo*'n for as lrng as I could remcmber. In that trmc, I've only usecl 1ny yoice
sAen absoiuteh- necessan'.

Iltom rvhcte I arn w-riting dris, I can look out of tire tinr: attic lvindorv.
F.atlier. I u,atchecl tl'rc Lanclowski cirildten conrc up thc prrh.'I'hev hacl bcen
to school ancl lookecl r-erl sm?lrt in their uniforlns-F'tancoise irr rvhile glor.es
and a strarv hat ther- call a boatcr, and her brotl-rers in w-hite sl-rirts anc'l blazers.
Flr.cn if I hcat Nlonsicur J,anclorvski complaininu often about his lack of
monct-. the big house, his lovely lJarden and the bcautiftrl drcsses that the
ladies of thc house $iear tell mc he must be r.er1" tich indeed.

I'r,e also cherved mv pencil, a habit Papa tried to prevenr me from
cotrtinuing I>1. puttilg all sorts of teniblc flar.ours on the end of it. Ire once
told mc the c1a_r's t-lar-ou tastccl quite nice but u'as poison, so if I put it
anlr-u-hcrc lrear my mouth, I uould dier. \'et sti1l, as I thought ab<;ut thc
translation he'cl given rne to deciphet, into m\- mouth rhe pencil had gone. I'd
heard a screafll as hc'd secn 1rrc, ancl I'd bccrn talien outside b1' the scrutf of
the neck and nrl mouth packed witir snorv, r'hich 1 thcn had to spit out. I
clidn't die, bnt I'r.e often rvonderecl sirrce u,hcther it rvas just a harsh ruse to
shock rne into stoPping ot u-hcther the snou'and thc spittillg hacl sar.ecl rrre.

F.r-cn though ] do rnv best to remenrbcr hirn, it is so mant, r-eats sirrcc I
l:rst sau, him ancl he is fadrng t:rom rll rniLrd.. .

Pcrhaps it is tbr the best. Yes. best in er.c$' rvat' that I folget er.en thing
that has goner before. 'l'hen, if thel tortlu-c me, I u-il1 have nothing to tell
thcm. And if r\Ionsieru or N{adan-rc I-anclou-slii think tirat I shall s,'r'ite things
clor-utr itt the diirn, ther. have so kindh' uiycn me. trusting to the little lock s'itl-r
a kev that I can keep in rlv lcather pouch. then thery ate sotelv mistaken.

'-\ diarv is a place in rvhicl-i yor.r calr rvrite dou'n anvthitig r-ou feel or
think,'\Iadarne Landou,ski hacl explainecl qr:nt11'. 'Jt is also a placc of prir-acr-,
fol vour e1-es onl1 . I ptomise that r.r,c shall nervet Lrok.'

I had nocldcd profirselr., then srnilccl mr. gratituclc r.vith mv c.cs, befbrc
ruflning upstairs to m\- attic bedroon'r. I clo rrot belier e her. I knor.r, from
e\pedencc horv both locks ancl promises can bc so easill brokcn.

1 pmru).;e 0n.traur heiotecl noiliet''.r ltft lhat I .;/:,a/1 reiur.n.[or.you... Pra;,,.for ritt.
lr,tlt.lor it/e. . .

I am shaking my lrcad, tqing to losc the mc1rrofl- of Papa's last words to
lne. Yet somehotr,, even thoush othets I s.ish to recall float lihc danclelion

seeds away fiom my brain's grasp i

sentence will not budge whatever I d<

Still, the diary is leathet-borrnd, r

have cost the Landowskis at least a ir
here), and it was, I think, a gesture m
even though I have leamt not to tall
whethet I might fotget how to w-dte-

of the ways I'd get through those rtee

of poetry in my head, then rmagine rr-
I very much like that phrase-

rmagination and when I wasn't redd
that cavetnous place that Papa said <

as you wished it to be. Small-minde<
limrted imagination.

And even if the kind Landor
saviouts, tending to the outer me. I
scre.w my eyes up Ught and thinh thc
because I could never trust another h

ThereJbre, I thought, whal the I;
tbit-atd p^tt of me was sure rhar
nothrng else-ri a diarl that began or ir'

In fact, maybe I had never sard :

starvation and exhaustion that perhe
day that lhad gazed into the mosr be

As I wrote an abndged facual r

taken me in, whispered u'ords ot
indoors for the htst time in heareo
sad she had looked the last time I'd st

rr:,as Izabela-Bel for short. She ano
Brouilly (who'd asked me to call hir.
dumbness I'd call him anything ar :
night, when she looked sad, she haci

but to him too,
Even though I was verr- \'orrng- .

-\fter Papa had left, I'd w-orked mr
,o-" .*rruordinary drings abour f,
ptesumed that the physical act \Fhi(
story a comedy in some wavs, but rhr
I knew wete dehnitely not h,moui.r
tbatwas something I definitelr n-oulC

A small chuckle escaped mI Ib:
It felt so strange, because a chuck;.
happiness. The physical bodr's naf,uc
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21/ltiinr/a l?.iiey t: Llarn, ll/hittuker

'Goodness!' I rvhisperecl. It u,zs ocld to hear my os,n voice. rvhich
seemecl deepet than the last tinrc I'd uttcrecl a rvord. No onc r.r,or-ild hcat me
up hete in the attic; both thc maids rvere clor.vnstairs scmbbirrs, polishing ancl
s'orking throuqh the cr-rclless laundr. that htLng cin the ropes tethcrccl at the
b:rck ,rf the h,use. \nr*-rr. c. 

",, 
ilt thr.r corrlrl,'t h..,r,. nr.. up hcre. ir u.ls a

habit I rnustn't sct into. this happrness thing, because if I could chuckle, rhen
it meant I had a r-oicc ancl cor-rld de finitelv spcak. I tried to think of things to
malie tre sacl, rvhich rcallr- dici fcel r en- odd,-gir.cn that thc on\. 1y2-1- I seet-ied
to-against all the oclcis-ha\-c rnacle it to Ftancc rvas b1- disappearing int.
my imagination and thinking hoppl. thoughts. I thought about the trvo maids,
rvho I could ahvavs hear chirttering tlrrough thc thin rvall that sepatated us at
nrght. 'fhev complaincd that their pal'was terr-iblc, the houts too loug, theit
mattresses lumpv ancl theit attic bedroom fteezing in winter. ] rvanted to
hammet on the thin rva1l and shor,rt that thev should feel so luckr, that therc
rvas a rva1l scparating lne and them, that the famil,v did nor ali lir.e together in
a single roorn, that thev httdwages, hower.cr bad tl-re1'rvere. .'\nd as for sal.ing
thnt theil rooms w'cre cold in s,rnter...rvc11, I had studied thc climzrtc of
Irrance. and err-cn though Paris, rvhich I'd discor,'ered rvc .,-ere oo the verl
edges ot', rvas in thc north, the thought of a couplc of degrecs belorv zero
bcing a problcm rnade me waflt to chuckle all over agairr.

1 hnished the hrst paragraph in my brarrd trcs, 'oftrcial' dia4- and read it
back to mrsclf. pretendin55 that I u,.as Nlonsieut Landorvski vu,ho u,as reading
it, s-ith his funnr- little beatd and big bushy moustache.

I /iru fu Bctuloqne-Bi//att;ourt. I ltatc been ldken in b-7 the kindItrndow.rki./uni/y.
'l'/tejr ndtttet are A,[artieur and.\7arlante Pau/ aad _,7nti/ie landotski. and rlteir tltjldrua
itre Ntctne (20), Jem t\Lax (17), lL,trce / (/ )) and Prunuise (/ 1). T-helt ne rt/l rcD' kind
to rue. The1, lell rue I bru.,e been r.,ery i/l and it uill take tine /:o.qet ru;, .r/rengllt bak re.
'fhe mdh are nanted ItA'a and.'lntoinette, and lhe cook i.r Berthe. .lhe ii,tlua1,.r olfiin,4
/n0 z?tare and more oi her beaarilirl lati.rteie. lo.latleu rue trp. .rhe .ray. 'l-he 

.firtt /ine the

lLtrc t?/e a.fu/l plttle. I ale etery mor.re/ on if und fLten ] ual ttio/ant!1 .t'itk lit,e mjnu/e.r laler.
Ilt-hen the dot'lor ntme lo .tee /fle, he /o/cl Beilhc lhaf ru1, .rlontttth ltad.tl.trunk iltruu,g/t
nulnafution dnci .rl':te mu.rt,qitte ne wta//erplttet rll .lood, or l could,qe/ t;e11 .riil"" dajfi dild
die. I think thh rp.relBerlhe but I hope r/ta/ nou I trnt uhao.rt eotlin,gpraperl1 a,gain, I ant
al.ro uppreia/in,4 lter cooking.'l''here'.r a mentber aJ.rte.ll t hntc no/.ter rte/, but uho lhe

.funii1 tu/k aboul a /or. I lr name i.t l,[adarue Et,e/1'n GeA'en. ttnd tlte i.r il:te hou.rekeeper.

5'he i.i on ho/id4l al lhe ruomcttl. t,itilitll lLt,r.;on uh'o /it,e.r in [,]on.
J am wonied that I unt ;otlinp lhi.r kintl.lami4 zztoney, what u.,itlt u/l lhc./bodl nout

ea/, pitt l/te dot:lor httaing lo tlme lar und ui-rit tne. I knoty ltau tn.rirte dttclor.r nn lte. ]
ltaut no rtoney ancl no ocurfalion and I tan'l rec Lt tvdy ql'pq.ling lbem back, a'Lich oJ'

rourte /hey wil/ ecl anrJ ii tltc ight lhinglo rJo. I on /ta/ il./re hon, /angI uill be u/loued
to.rtal here, bat I n1 i0 etryq euery daf iu tlteir bettu/ifit/ bome. I thank t/Lc Lord.lorlheir
kitlnet.t dnd pry.lbr then euery ntqh/.

N{r- teeth crunched dou n ,rt.r

satisfaction. I had rnade the lansuar.
mistake just to malie tne look --,.
s-ouldn't do to let them knos- ri 1:...

\fter Papa had ieti, I'd done mr be . -

rc, do, but uitlroLrt lri-rn as n)\ g : .:

rath er.

Pullins out a beautiful sheer - .

o1d desk-and to me. having a d:. - -
.ler ond ln1 luxurr l'd er er unr.,:.. . -

Dear Monsieur and Madame l-andt:
I whh to sa1 thanklou toloa bof4_

eiler lwrued atxd I will write in it ewg' d,r,- ;
Also, thanklou for haaing me.

I was just about to add the polit'
myself. I folded the paper neads in tr
on the front of it. I would put ir
tomoffow.

Even if I had not reached dre pL

Compated to the distance I'd alread
stroll along the Rue Moisson Desroct
ret. As the doctot had said to Berthr
just in my body, but in my mind Er
could have told him that the \-orsr r
taken, but the feat that clas-ed ia':
because they'd got bored of compla
had told me that I cried out in thr
journey, I had become so used to ir
able to fall straight back to sleep- but
bed had made me soft. Oftea. I cou,l
had come. I wasn't even sure frar
describe them. So often it \\'as mr c

had really happened to me.

Standing up and walking oYer rc
the sheet and the blanket I did not r
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L r4q. I took the diarv and ranured it dorvn the insidc of mr- prjanra
bottrxrs, so it sat snugll- against m1- inner tligh. 'r'hcn I removed the lcather
pouch that hung ti-om rnr ncck arrd put 1t in dre sanrc placc against mv othet
thigh. If rny long journer' hacl taught mc anyrhing, it rvas s.here the salcsr
hiding placcs rvere lor suclr precious things.

I la1' back on thc lnattress-another tl-rinq Itlsa and Antoilette had
complained abou[, \'er to rne it l,as like slecpirrg on a cloud of angels'
wings-closcd rlr- ct,es, said a quick pra\rer for Papa and n-r_r' lrrAma, rvhcrer.'er
in healen she might be, and tried to drift into sleep.

,\ thr>ught \rv'as naselng at 111e as I drd so. ,\s much as I hated to adrnit it,
there rvas another reasolr fol me u.'liting r-n1, thank )/ou letter to the
I-andou'-qliis: cvc11 t.hough I knes, I must continue rl1- joun-rer-, I u,-as not cluite
teadv tc'r gir.e up thc most rvondctful fcchng of all-safetl-.

. I lnoked irrt,r llte rt'cs oi -- 
'

- .rs IIc had just hnishe d pc:ir--- - '

- ''.:t Rt,leilfa4 ancl s-ho I '- , -
I ,lrsicut Lautent Bror-rrll-, -.r" . .

" cll callcd Rio tle I.,rt.,"
'' .. cr. ]rad beerr pLrt Tnr( ' .

--:r:shed sculprure and krr.- --. .-

- .:rd rvitl-r 1-ris arms rvidc ,,.r. . .,:.
.'' . Irurn r distrtrc.. \, . :---

,'. strtue uP thc [1oL1I]:.:.-:- -- -
-:.-.r--i,,tt art.l \\nrr\' ,,r'r:' '. . .

rrltr-e r-r-ranr- heads to ',\ r ::
:,, -rtl1r:e of a Chincse rr .-:- - .- :-

.-. Ile NlsxP(ilecu ]L-'. '..

Dr,rr-ing the lonq. i:,: .----.'.:

. ,... t-1,,, ,1'. 11 X1111g f , . ' '

- t i lr apprrrlicc- .t: .' . . '

,:t the gl:eat ma-\ter, l.l , - .

''.-.,r'idr rtls tr. j:l\'( :-'( .. '

- ...: triencl of Bel. so I i.:r.'.- , -,
\Ionsieur espled r:r. ::. ',.

'. : .,cirud tnc l,,L lt' ,t .1 - L ' - '. '

_ :ai 1r\ aflrs oul 11-1. :: : . :
: -'. r:t ,rIilcut' l't lr'tt I r - .,tt -l .:

Brcuillt lr.rc t.Ll- ::--
I rrodded
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2 6 / I ;aci nda lli/e1 b I l arry ltt'hittaker

\\'e11 ilren. therc is no nced to hidc. ,\s long as \.ou swear neyer to touch
antl"ring. _\,ou are u,elcorne hcrc. bor'. I onh- wish firr- o\\1r childrerr shos,ccl as

t'nuch intetest as 1-6s in rnt. ptofession.'
Since that lrloment, I had bccn allos,-ccl to sit at thc trestle table with a

piece of unrvanted soapstone, and proviclecl with mt- orr'n set o[ tools.
'\\,'atch and learu, bor-, *,atch ancl learn.' Lar.rcl<>rl,ski had advised. -\nd I

had. Not that it rlaclc anl diFfercncc to my or,vn rnethods, bangitrg the
hammer onto thc chisel upon 6i: piecc <;f roch. No matter hos, I tded to
shape it into the simplest of fotrns. I ahvirvs cnded up with a pile ol rubble in
front of mc.

'So, bor,, u,'hat do r,'ou thinlr?' askecl Nlonsier.rt Landos,ski, gesturting to
the heacl of the (,i.r/a. I noclded visorously, as ah.vavs teeling guilh- tirar this
kind rnan rvl-rc, hacl takcn me in still triecl to clictt a vor:al -rcsponse from mc.
Ilc desen cd to rcceir-e oner just clr,re to his pcrser crance. but I knerv that as

soon '.1s I opened r-r' rnoLrth to ta1k, I'cl bc in clanger.
Xladame Landorvski, nolv knorving I could rv-r-ite and understancl rvhat

was bciflg saicl to n-re, I'racl handecl rr-re a pile of scrap paper.
'So, if I ask lor.r a cpcstion, \rou can rvrite thc replv, r:es?'
I'ci noddcd. Iironr then ()n, communicatiou hacl becn r-en simpJc.
In ansrver to Nlonsicr-rr l-anclox'ski's qnestion, I took 61, pencil ftorn m1'

shotts pocket, wrotc one wotd that tooli r-rp aLnost tlrc entire pagc. and
handed it to lirn.

I Ie chucklcd as he lcad it.
"'NfagrriFrcluc", ehi \\'e11. thank r-r.ru, \'olrng sir, and 1et us orrlr- hope that

volrr rcspolrse is tlre one the Crilo v-lll rcceir.e when 1'rc stands ptor,rdlr'atop
Corcovado N{or-rntain on the othcl side of thc \\oricl. -If'wc can evcr gct liim
thete. . .'

'Ilave faith. sit-,'counfcred I-aurcnt frr>nr bchincl tre. 'lJcl tells rnc that
preparations for the r,rsc of the: futricuiar raihvar- are rvell uncletrvar.'

'I)oes she incleed?' \{onsieur l,andorvslii raised one of his buslrv gtey
e,r,ebrorl.s. You sccm to knorv morc thar I do. f Icitor da Sih-a Costa heeps
telling mc rvc s'ill discr-rss holr- to ship nrr sculpturc or-er ancl rhcn etect it, but
the convers:rtion ni:ver seefils to take placc. Is it lunchtime r-et? I need somc
s,ine tcr calm rlr- neln-cs. I arn begrnning to fcel that this Lri.tlo projecr rnal be
the end of nt1, 1-21sc1:. I rvas a loql fot er-cf saringvcs tg such madness.'

'I'11 fetcir the mcal,'Laurent tesponclcd. ancl heaclccl frrr the tinv l<rtchcn,
even detail of u'l-rich 1 rvould alu'avs remcrnber as being mr,- first safe havcn
since l'd lcft horne all those months ago. I srnrled as I rvatched l-aurent opcn
a bottle of wir.rc. ,\s I oficn did rvhcn I rvas arvake eatlv, J'cl crcpt do\\rn to the
atelicr at darvn just to be amongst thcr bcauh- it contained. I'c1 sit therc and
think about horv Papa lvould har.e laLrghed that or-rr o[ all the places I coulcl
havc ended Lrp, sllch as thc Renatrlt factor-r' onh- a ferv kilomettes frorn hcrc,
I'd atdr.cd instead in a place rhat he himself rvould have called an arristic

temple. I just knew that it would pleas,

This morning, as I'd sat amoogs

Cifio's gentle face, I'd heatd a noise il
\r'e ate our food. Tiptoeing over to ir z

ttet sucking out from under the able.
snoring of Laurent. Since Bel had go:

seemed the wotse fot dnnk in the m<

skin sallow and gtey as if he might h,
his stomach 

^t 
afiy momeflt. (,\nd I tr

rshen a man or a woman had sailed sr
As I watched him now pour a he

liser, which Papa had said .*zs mos'
I-autent's livet I was coricerned abou

undetstood that it was impossible tbr
bs love, something inside the tnaa i,
rhe wish to dtown 

^way 
pakt qith alco

'Santtif the two men said as rher
sat at the table, I made mrself useir
cheese and bulbous ted tomatoes rhe I

I knew this because I had rsatct
fre kitchen with a box laden sith seg
s-ell into middle age, I'd run across d

place it on the side.

'Goodfiess, today is a hot oae.' ,

on one of the wooden chairs. I'd rtr
eren asked for it, and taking some p
qrote down a question for her.

IX/hy don,t I send the rnaidsT :
-bor, neithet of those two rr.ould kc.c

fher're both city girls, with not a nod,
Takrng the paper back ftom her
i'jext timeltow go, I will come y'itr_iqz

"Ihat is most kind of rou- roun
might just hold you to it.'

The weather did keep up and I ,

fie street, she chatted au,-ar about i
'.rairersity studying to become an eogi

'He'll make something of him-.el
eicked our way through the segetablt
5or fot those that passed her mur.rt
:ousehold, Evelyn was mr 6re rnre

her retum, having heard the maiil.' ch
dragon'would be back. I'd beeo intrc
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